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In the Claims: 



Kindly amend Claim 1 as follows: 




1. (Thrice Amended) An apparatus for processing multivariate negotiations, 

comprising: 

[- -] a network; 

[- -] a multivariate negotiations system including storage space, and negotiations 
software, such negotiations software including an automated negotiations engine for 
analyzing [terms] terms, the a nalysis of terms comprising understanding the purpose 
of thg termg, formatting thg tgrm& flCCOrding tQ rhe pprposfir arid placing them into aser 
supplied context for use by a user, the multivariate negotiations system being 
connected to the network; 

[" -] a destination terminal for a first user connected to the network, the destination 
terminal including software for sending and receiving terms along a communications 
path over the network which flows through the multivariate negotiations system; 
[- -] an initiating terminal for a second user coimected to the network, the iiutiating 
terminal including software for sending and receiving terms along a communications 
path over the network which flows through the multivariate negotiations system, 
during iterative processing the automated negotiations engine recognizing the y^ers at 
the destination terminal and the initiating terminal as negotiators and recognizing one 
of [them] the users as a deciding entity, sucl\ automated negotiations engine further 
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recognizing any changes in the terms and storing in the storage space the terms each 
terminal proposes, and recognizing the terminal to which proposed terms arc being 
sent as the indicated terminal, sending terms to the indicated terminal, [with an 
indication ofl the automated negotiations engine indicating any changes in the terms 
until a set of terms is acted upon in a final manner by the deciding entity. 



1^ Kindly amend Claim 20 as follows: 



r 



20. (Twice Amended) A method for processing multivariate negotiations, comprising 
the steps of: 

I- -] establishing communications paths over a network; 
[- -Jconnecting a multivariate negotiations system including storage space arid 
negotiations software to the network, sucl^ negotiations software including an 
automated negotiations engine for analyzing [terms] tem\s, the analysis of terms 
comprising understanding the purpose of the terms, formatting the terms according to 
that purpose, and placing them into user supplied context for use by a i4ser: 
[- -] connecting a destination terminal for a first user to the network, the destination 
terminal including software for sending and receiving terms along a communications 
path over the network which flows through the multivariate negotiations system; 
[- -1 connecting an initiating terminal for a second user to the network, the initiating 
terminal including software for sending and receiving terms along a communications 
path over the network which flows through the multivariate negotiations system. 
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durmg iterative processing the automated negotiations engine recognizing the USSIS-M 
the destination terminal and the initiating terminal as negotiators and recognizing one 
of [them] the users a deciding entity, such automated negotiations engine further 
storing in the storage space the terms each terminal proposes, and recognizing the 
terminal to which proposed terms are being sent as the indicated terminal;, sending 
terms to the indicated terminal, [with an indication of] the automated negotiations 
en gine indicating any changes in the terms until a set of terms is acted upon in a final 
manner by the deciding entity* 



r 

\ Kindly amend Claim 39 as follows: 



39. (Once Amended) An apparatus for processing iterative, multivariate bargaining, 
comprising: 

[- -]a midtivariate negotiations system including storage space, and negotiations 
software such negotiations software including an automated negotiations engine for 
analyzing [terms] terms, the analysis of terms comprising understanding the purpose 
Qf the ferm&r formatting the tgrm?? ftgwrding to thg purpose, and placing them into user 
supplied context for use by a user: 

[- -] a destination terminal for a first user commimicating with the multivariate 
negotiations system, the destination terminal including software for sending and 
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receiving terms along a communications path which flows through the multivariate 
negotiations system; 

[- -] an initiating terminal for a second user communicating with the multivariate 
negotiations system, the initiating terminal including software for sending and 
receiving terms along a communications path which flows through the multivariate 
negotiations system, during iterative processing the automated negotiations engine 
recognizing the users at the destination terminal and the initiating terminal as 
negotiators and recognizing one of [them] the users as a deciding entity, ^uch 
automated negotiations engine further recognizing any changes in the terms and 
storing in the storage space the terms each terminal proposes^ and recognizing the 
terminal to which proposed terms are being sent as the indicated terminal, and sending 
terms to the indicated terminal [with an indication ofl the automated negotiations 
engine indicating any changes in the terms until a set of terms is acted upon in a final 
manner by the deciding entity. 



Kindly amend Claim 44 as follows: 

44. (Once Amended) The apparatus of Claim 39, wherein [terms which have changed 
are identified at each iteration.] th^ ^u^pmat^d negotiations engine notifies users of 
activity \?y ggp^r^^g, g1g<;tr<;?nig m^il feit d^gg not contain any confidential information, 
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Kindly amend Claim 49 as follows: 

49. (Once Amended) A method for processing iterative, multivariate bargaining , 
comprising the steps of: 

[- -] operating a itiultivariate negotiations system including storage space and 
negotiations software, such negotiations software including an automated negotiations 
engine for analyzing [temis] the analysis of terms comprising understanding the 
purpose of the terms, formatting the terms according to the purpose, and placing them 
into user supplied context for use by a user: 

[- -]communicating with the multivariate negotiations system through a destination 
terminal for a first user, the destination terminal including software for sending and 
receiving terms along a communications path which flows through the multivariate 
negotiations engine system; 

- -communicating with the multivariate negotiations system through an initiating 
terminal for a second user, the initiating terminal including software for sending and 
receiving terms along a communications path which flows through the multivariate 
negotiations system, during iterative processing the automated negotiations engine 
recognizii\g the users at tl\e destination terminal and the initiating terminal as 
negotiators and designating one of [them] the users as a deciding entity, such 
automated negotiations engine further storing in the storage space the terms each 
terminal proposes, and recognizing the terminal to which proposed terms are being 
sent as the indicated terminal, sending terms to the indicated terminal, [with an 
indication of] the automated negotiations engine indicating any changes in the terms 

6 
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until a set of terms is acted upon in a final manner by the deciding entity. 



r 

I Kindly amend Claim 54 as follows: 



54. (Once Amended) The method of Claim 49, wherein the step of sending terms with 
an indication of any changes includes [the step of identifying which terms which have 
changed at each iteration] the step of the automated negotiations engi ne notifying 
users of activity by separate, electronic mail that does npt contain any confidential 
information. 




(Kindly amend Claim 55 as follow^ 

55. (Once Amended) The method of [Claim 1,] Claim 49, wherein the step of sending 
terms to the indicated terminal includes the step of incorporating terms which have 
been acted upon in a final manner into a concluding document 



Kindly amend Claim 59 as follows: 



59. (Once Amended) An ap{5aratus forA:emote authoring of websites used in 



multivariate negotiations, compri^in^: 
[- -] a network; 
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[- -] a nudtivariate negotiations system including storage space, negotiations software, 
such negotiations software including an automated negotiations engine for analyzing 
[terms] termsShe analysis of terms comprising understanding t he purpose of the 

terms, formattiri^the terms according to the purpose, and placing them into user 

\ 

supplied context for use by a user, remote web authoring software, and sponsored 



community software, th^ multivariate negotiations system being connected to the 
network; 

[- ] -a first storage area in th^storage space for storing website templates; 
[- -] a second storage area in me^torage spacte for storing sponsored community 
functions; 

[- "1 an authoring terminal connected to the r^twork, the authoring terminal including 
software for sending ^J^d receiving t^fms^ a communications poth over the 
network which flows through the multivariate negotiations system; during iterative 
processing the remote web authoring software enabling the authoring terminal to 
select a website template from the first storageuarea, responding to terms sent from the 
authoring terminal to modify the website template, the remote web authoring software 
also integrating the modifications made to the website template with sponsored 
community functions. 



Kindly amend Claim 66 as follows: 



66- (Once Amended) A metijocj-fdfr^mote authoring of websites used in multivariate 
negotiations, comprisinc 
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[-^lestablishing a network; 

[- -Jcomiecting a multivariate negotiations system to the network, the multivariate 
negotiations sysitem incKiding storage space, negotiations software, such negotiations 
software incI^ding an automated negotiations engine for analyzing [terms] terms, the 
analysis for terms comprising understanding the purpose of the terms, formatting thg 
terms ac<;Qrding to th^e purpose, and placing them into user supplied context for use by 
ajififiL remote web authoring software, and sponsored community software; 



[' -] storing website templa^es'^in a fi^t^t^age area in the storage space; 
[- -] storing sponsOTed community functioms in a second storage area in the storage 
space; 

[- -]conncctin^smi authorin^termirW, ij(e authoring terminal including software for 
sending and receiving terms mong/d^mmunications path over the network which 
flows through the multivariate/fiegotiatibns system; during iterative processing the 
remote web authoring sof|ware enabling tnkauthoring terminal to select a website 
template from the first storage area, respondink to terms sent from the authoring 
terminal to modify the website template, the remote web authoring software also 
integrating the modifications made to the website template with sponsored community 
functions. 



Kindly amend first Claim 69 as follows: 
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terminal to previd^/ tho/ustomized^-w^site. 




PATENT 



indly amend second Claim 69 as follows: 



{secOTldWOnce Amended) 1D2* The method of Claim 68, wherein the step of 
customizing th^'^v^site further comprises the step of enabling the authoring terminal 

ic versions of relevant data into the customized website 
using applications prog^^S^mingihterfaces. 



to integrate e: 



Kindly amend Claim 72 as follows; 



it 



7^ 

J^{Or\ce Amended) An ay^aratus for creating and managing a sponsored community 
of members desiring to partiqpate in multivariate negotiations, comprising: 
[- -] a computer having a stora^j^paceTftegotiations software, such negotiations 
software including an autpmatcd nixgotiations engine for analyzing [terms] terms, the 
analysis of terms composing tmderstaftdiin^ th e purpose of the terms, formatting the 
terms acc ording to the purpose, and pla^efing them into user supplied context for use by 
a user, and sponsored communitv/^ftwarer 

|- ]-a first storage area in the s^age space for stewing participation rules for the 
community; 
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^^^^-sL^ second storage area in tiKe storage ^pacc for storing commimity function 
software; 

[- -] a terminal commi.micating witfN^^^^omputer, the terminal including software for 
sending and receiving ternis along a cOitimunicahcHi^path which flows through the 
sponsored commtinity software, dtiring processing by the^utQmated negotiations 
engine the commimity functior>^oftware confirming compliance with community 
participation rules, and performing community functions for the terminal. 



JKindly-amend-Claimryi as follows:^ 



1} 



21 

Sff. (Once Amended) Tlie apparatus of Claim 79, wherein automatically promoting the 
visibility of the new member further comprises: 

[' -] means for formatting sp^onsored community names^ member names, £m.d uniform 
resource locators into appro^^jiate forri^ts; 
[- -] means for selecting y^e^cn ervgines; 

[- -] means for selech"7(g submission ^hedules more likely to speed up registration with 
the selected search 
I- -1 means for aggregating submiss 
names, and imiform resource locators 
automatically submitting the agj^regated 
the selected schedules 



Dns 



ponsored community names^ member 
to optifiaize registration and visibility and 

submis^ons to the selected search engines on 
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Kindly ame];^d Claim 81 as follows; 




8^. (Once Amended) A method for creating and managing a sponsored community of 
members desiring\to participate in multivariate negotiations, comprising the steps of: 
[- -] including in a computer having a storage space, negotiations software, such 
negotiations software including an automated negotiations engine for analyzing 
[terms] terms, the analvsikof terms comprising understanding the purpose of the 
terms, fo rmatting the term^ .recording to the purpose, and placing them into user 
supplied context forijj^by aiiser. and sponsored community software; 
[-1 storing in ^/first stofla^e areaNri t^ storage space participation rules for the 
community;/ 

(- -Jstoring in a second storage ai6a in ^^e storage space community function software; 
[- -] communicating with the computer by\ terminal, the terminal including software 
for sending and receiving tenns along a communications path which flows through the 
sponsored community software, during processing by the automated negotiations 
engine the community function software confirming compliance witl\ community 
participation rules, and performing community funcnons for the terminal 
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[- -] formatting sponsored community names, member names, and uniform resource 

^tors into appropjiate^rmats; 
[' -] sele&tii^g^arch engines; 
I [- -] selep^g suWrttsfiion sch^ules more likely to speed up registration with the 
selecj^d search engine^ an/ 

[' '] ^^ggjegating submissions of spon^^^edcommunity names, member names, and 
uniform resource loc/tors to optimize registratiorT^nd visibility and automatic^ I iy 
submitting the aggregated submissions to the selected seai^engines on the selected 
schedules. 



Kindly amend Claim 90 as follows: 



9p( (Once Amerhd^) An apparatus for integrating a database into a multivariate 
negotiations system/Wnprisingr 

I- -] a multivariate negotitftii^s system incluHing storage space, negotiations software, 
such negotiations spf^are induing an automated negotiations engine for analyzing 



/ 



^ [terms] terms. tKe analysis of teiTW»>tnpr Jing tmderstanding the ptirpofiP of frhp 



terms, formatting the 



according 



mrpose. and placing them into user 
supplied context for use bv a user, and /database Sl^ftware and database entries made 
by the database software during the 91'peration of the autcmiated negotiations engine; 
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[- -] a terminal connected to the multivariate negotiations system, the tenninal 



^ incltK^ngsoftwa50-f6r sending d^d receiving terms along a communications path 
' which flows^B^^^igh^ multivariate negotiations system, during iterative negotiations 
processing th^ dataB^ softw^^e"c5mT)fW4iisa^ directly and automatically with the 
automated negotiations ^gfne to store and retrieve entrieTarthe^tabase. 



Kindly amend Claim 96 as follows: 




^ (Once AmenJ^d) A method for integrating a database into a multivariate 
negotiations system^ comprising the steps of: 

[- - Jincluding in a multivariate negotiations system storage space, negotiations 
software, such negotiations sot^y^rcincTudiii^an automated negotiations engine for 
analyiiing [terms] terms, the^alysis of terms comprising understanding the purpose 
of the terms, formatting the terms according to/the purpose, and placing them into user 
supplied context for use by a usbt, and database software and database entries made 
by the database software during the opCTanon of the automated negotiations engine; 
- -connecting a terminal to the multivariate negotiatk>ns system, the terminal 
including software for sending and r«:eiving terms alonga communications path 
which flows through the multivariate negotiations system^ di:u;mg iterative negotiations 
processing the database software ^commurucating directly and autcmiatically with the 
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e to store and retrieve entries in the databcise. 




Kindly amend Claim 101 as follows: 



c 



^)^- (Once AmM\?fed)J^^riethod^ 90,] Claim 96. wherein the step of storing 

\ entries in the databaseHurtK^ con^^^g~the,§tep [of] of storing data in a plurality of 
multimedia formats, 
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